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Abstracts 

 
Concern about ecological sustainability has forced us to consider the environmental effects of 

our actions. Environmental resource overuse has become a significant global issue. The 

Maharashtra integration and forest management methods of Maharashtra under Maratha 

hegemony, notably the Maval region (part of the Western Ghats), the high and arid plains of the 

Dash region, and the Konkani costal area, are the subject of this unit. From 1640 to 1818, the 

Marathas, first with the Bole dynasty and later the Pesewas, occupied this Maharashtra. 

This type of study must consider the geographical diversity, and various political, socio- 

economic, cultural and Maharashtra influences present in modern-day India. In order to 

understand a society's relationship with nature, one must first analyses the socio-political and 

economic conditions that existed within its borders. 

Keywords: - Consideration of Forest products,Colonization during,the Maharashtra. 

1. Introduction 
The arrangement of the Forest Department and the strategies took on by it empowered the 

English to efficiently and honestly exploit India's woods. All the while, they denied India's 

provincial populace of the environmental base on which it was reliant for its business since times 

immemorial. The course of commercialization presented by the English left no negligible part of 

the Indian culture immaculate. The change from economical way of living to commercialization
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was not extremely smooth for the rustic Populace. The course of change incurred significant 

damage causing opposition among the different areas of the general public. In any case, the 

framework made by them, which started the course of natural change, is going on even after the 

finish of British rule in India. 

1.1 Writing’s On Ecological History Of Maharashtra: An Overview 
 

Environment immensely affects the historical backdrop of humanity. There have been a few 

examples in history where environmental elements have redirected history. Obviously, 

environmental history today is nut a simple investigation of the effect of natural elements on 

history. It is fairly an off-shoot of developing worry with the ecological emergency and the quest 

for the correct way of improvement, for sure is by and large called the supportable advancement. 

As a matter of fact, broad verifiable information is being involved by intelligent people in their 

development for protecting India's current circumstance. 

1.2 Geographical Description Of Maharashtra 
 

The Maharashtra State, which falls in the Western piece of India along the ArabianOcean, is 

around three lakh square kilometers in region. It is the third biggest State in thecountry. Gujarat, 

the Union Territories of Daman) Dadra and Nagar Haveli are to thenorthwest of Maharashtra, 

while Madhya Pradesh is to its North and East, Andhra Pradesh is toward the South and East 

though Karnataka and Goa are toward the South.Maharashtra is additionally the third biggest 

populated State in the country. It contains31 regions, Mumbai Suburban being the 31 so area. 

With the end goal of organizationthe State has been separated into six divisions: Konkani, Poona, 

Nasik, Aurangabad,Amaravati and Nagpur. 

2. Forests Of Maharashtra 

A timberland is a plant local area normally framed or both developed and blended. 28 According 

to the insights given by the Forest Department of Maharashtra, the woodlands in the State 

possess 66,725 square kilometers of region, adding up to around 21.8 percent of the absolute area 

of Maharashtra. This figure is underhanded as enormous piece of the area classed as timberlands 

isn't just under very sparce vegetal cover yet even desolate. The two woods and income divisions 

are at fault for showing overstated figures of regions under timberlands which are a long way 
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from the real world. There is no definition as far as the volume of vegetal material or the 

recurrence of trees per unit region to remember a fix of land for the woodland.V... cap the. Give 

is the legitimate status of the land use class as displayed in records. 

As indicated by the Botony Gazetteer, 11,192 hundred hectares are decrepit terrains and 

13.799 hundred hectares are touching terrains. Region under horticulture is 68.8 percent or 

.., 0 - 8 h 30.) .) Crorehectares. 

In view of their topographical area and landscape, timberlands in Maharashtra are predominantly 

gathered in the accompanying areas: 

 
I) Chandrapur-Bhandara at the east limit of the State. 

II) The Tapti in Khandesh and Sapura ranges, however under an alternate climatic Set- 

up. 

III) The western and eastern flanks of Sahayadris, for the most part in the Western Ghats 

and not many ofdifferent woodlands in an edaphic peak, for example, mangroves, 

ocean side endlessly timberlands onopen ne patios, and so on. 

The best forests in Maharashtra are in the Chandrapur-Bhandara region and at a fi:\\ places in the 

valleys or Sahayadris, both on the east and west side, apart from the !'.1elghat and in 10\,,' hills 

of Ajanta-Satnala ranges. Because of climatic peculiarities, there cannot be a specific system of 

classification of forests. 111 many places the present day forests represent not the climatic 

climax vegetation but a degradation due to human interference. Soil erosion and geophysical 

changes, etc., which affected them to a great,extent. For example when large trees are auctioned 

in coupes in a forest and timber and bamboo cut, the area quickly gets covered by 'lantana 

can1ara.' However, these are degrading changes and can be accepted only under certain 

limitations and modification. Champion and Seth (1968) system is applied for the classification 

of forests in Maharashtra. 

3. Review of literature 

• In verifiable times the main settlement in Maharashtra started in the V diarchal district, 

east of Vapor. Beginning from that point, the settlements spread to Mukai towns of 

Pathak (Pratishthan) and Asamka, additionally in the Valley of Godavari River. Arranged 

in the dry center of \1aharashtra, the town had a guaranteed ground water supply from the 
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seriously and alluvial porches and flood fields of Godavari. Portions of early Godavari 

River valley formed into an atomic horticultural district with settled agrarian towns. As 

The Satavahana tradition was established around here with its capital at Pathak. The level 

of Western Deccan, the piece of Deccan level falling in Maharashtra, was additionally the 

source, of streams streaming northwest to southeast. There was trade of merchandise and 

traffic in both these headings stretching out up to the edge of Kama taka and Andhra 

Pradesh. 

• As indicated by Professor M. K. Dhavalikar of the Deccan College of Poona, the locale 

containing the western piece of Deccan for example east of Poona, Samara and 

Kolhapurareas and south of Godavari bowl more likely than not lost its personality as 

'atomic rural locale' around 1,000 B. C. This was because of an adjustment of climatic 

circumstances which prompted decrease in precipitation, stickiness and dampness. 

Therefore, individuals in this area should have gone to;' .literalism that went on till as of 

late. 

• Bombay itself served at first as a port of parcel. Its port offices were additionally 

improved will the development of a dockyard and a boat building industry was 

established in 1730 with the assistance of an expert manufacturer from Seurat. Around 

this time Seurat, a Mughal port on the west coast, was a business magnet. Bombay, the 

organization's western central command starting around 1684, was for some time 

eclipsed by Seurat too kept up with sea port. Solely after the decay of Seurat during the 

eighteenth century because of an assortment of reasons would the organization be able to 

catch its exchange and redirect it to Bombay.20 In the mid nineteenth century, the 

regional extension of British in western India was coordinated from Bombay and the 

success of the Pesewas' domains in' 1818 prompted the arrangement of the Bombay 

Presidency. 

• Western Ghats contain enormous lots of woodlands with an assortment of trees. These 

woodlands are found on the slants of the slopes and on the tops. The main result of this 

district was teak and the Koala teak was evaluated next just to Malabar teak. 50 When the 

British came to Bankot in Konkani in 1756, a large portion of the water courses were 
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covered with fine teak. The ribs and structure of a large portion of the fine old boats of 

the Indian Navy came from Bankot and its area. Ratnagiri lumber tracked down market in 

Zanzibar through Arab brokers. Additionally the Marathas had enormous boat building 

yards at Malan and Vijaydurg. 51 The teak wood was significantly utilized in transport 

building since it was strong and it didn't shrivel or consume. Shiva could begin transport 

building industry at Kalyan-Bhivandi due to the accessibility of good nature of lumber. 

Indeed, even the East India Company was restless to get this lumber from Shivaji's 

regions. Truth be told, we observe letters from various production lines of the Company 

uncovering this need. 

4. Forestry Protection IN THE 17th Century IN THE British Isles 

Maharashtra Leadership's coastal stretch and Western Ghats used to be densely forested, with 

plenty of forest. "The whole nation (coastal region) was lying desolate and unpopulated," 

wrote Captain Dickenson of the East India Company. That wasteland was so abundant in the 

district up until about 1850 that it created a sense of despair about the district's future, that 

the increase in agriculture was so much desired that the poorest people were allowed to cut 

down as many trees as they liked merely for the purpose of clearing the land, and that wood 

was abundant, that everyone cut where and as they liked. 

The antique forests also enticed British officers of the East India Company when they landed at 

Bankot in the Ratnagiri area in 1798, as according accessible archives. 2 This region's takes 

precedence had a coarser grain than the rest of the country. Because of its supposed 

durability, it was more highly regarded than the Malabar timber, while being of comparable 

size.) Bankot knees, curved teak logs, were mostly exported to Bombay. Bankot also found 

strong ribs and systems for the ancient Indian Navy. 

As explained previously, there's very little indication of interaction between agriculture and 

forests during pre-British times because land was more than plenty for a small population. 

Even after 20 years of British East India Company rule, accounts of dense teak woods can be 

found in the Madras Presidency. 

5. Conclusion 

The British Forest Department and its programs had a long-term and far-reaching impact on 

Indian society. Forests were absolutely crucial to a civilization that was predominantly 
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agrarian in character. Not only were forest-dwelling indigenous communities reliant on 

forested areas, but the entire agricultural production, with agriculture as their primary source 

of income, was also reliant on forests in some way. 

Poor peasants were once reliant on trees for their additional requirements due to their 

sustainable way of life. They were the only resource for artists. In the event of an emergency, 

the forest was the most essential option for these tribes to rely on for preservation.It can also 

pick up and move from one region to another in the situation of a calamity, drought, or other 

disasters. 

Forest that was not farmed had no economic potential. The poor people, and from the other 

contrary, lost their extra source of income when the Forest Department was established. Due 

to grazing limits enforced by the Forest Department, keeping cattle, which was an important 

part of the cultivator's livelihood, became impossible. Natural forest limitations, craftsmen in 

the villages lost their supply of raw materials from the forests. 
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