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Abstract 

The present paper focuses racial discrimination in the novel, The Bluest Eye. The Bluest Eye is Toni 

Morrison’s first novel. Toni Morrison presents the realistic picture of the condition of the blacks about 

1940s. The picture of their life does not show that the blacks have really been benefited by the laws or 

constitution made for them by the civilized people. One day Peal and Claudia were going home. They 

saw some boys ragging Pecola. She is afraid. Peal went to her help and the boys ran away. Maureen 

assures protection to Pecola. She buys an ice-cream for Pecola. When Claudia and Frieda came home, 

Henry was with two women and flirting. He asked the girls not to tell their mother about it. There 

were coloured people who hated the black as much as the white. 
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The Bluest Eye is Toni Morrison’s first 

novel. She provides stress here on racial 

discrimination. She examines the 

overwhelming impacts of the attractiveness 

standards of the foremost culture on the self 

picture of the African feminine teenager. The 

role of class is just appropriate in so far as it 

makes worse the self picture of the African 

women. The Breedlove family has moved to 

urban Lorain (Ohio) from the rural south. Told 

from the viewpoint of the teenager sisters 

Frieda MacTeer and Claudia, Morrison story 

weaves its way through the 4 seasons and 

traces the daughter, Pecola Breed love-descent 

into psychosis and she presents Pecola’s 

compulsive wish to have the bluest eye. 

The time of narrative is 1941. Claudia 

and Frieda MacTeers say that the marigolds 

did not grow that autumn because Pacola was 

having a baby from her father. The sisters 

think that they let the seeds of marigold 

wrongly into the black dirt. The seeds 

shriveled and died and Pacola’s baby too died. 

Claudia and Frieda are poor girls. They go to 

school. They collect stray coals from the 

railway track with a view to keep their house. 

There is only one kerosene lamp in the main 

room. When they fall ill the elders do not care. 

Instead, the mother scolds them for not being 

careful. They, thus live in guilt and self pity. 

No one asks Claudia how she feels in her cold. 

Then the mother rubs Vicks balm, covers her 

with a quilt and orders her to go to sleep. Then 

one Henry comes as a paying guest. Claudia is 

nine and Frieda is ten years old. They hear 

everything that the elders speak and 

understand it. Henry smelled sweet as he 

bathed with soap. Henry speaks to them 

smilingly and the girls are drawn towards him. 

Pecola comes to live with them that autumn. 

She is eleven years old. The mother calls her a 

‘case’ because Pecola has no place to go.  

One day Peal and Claudia were going 

home. They saw some boys ragging Pecola. 

She is afraid. Peal went to her help and the 

boys ran away. Maureen assures protection to 

Pecola. She buys an ice-cream for Pecola. 

When Claudia and Frieda came home, Henry 

was with two women and flirting. He asked 

the girls not to tell their mother about it. There 

were coloured people who hated the black as 

much as the white. One such coloured woman 



Airo International Research Journal            May, 2013   
Volume I, ISSN: 2320-3714 
Impact Factor 0.75 to 3.19 
 
Geraldine came to Lorain with her son Junior. 

She asked Junior not to befriend any black 

children. He is arrogant and conceited. He 

once throws stones at the black girls who 

chase him and beat him. One day he saw 

Pecola standing alone. He asked her to come 

to his home and he would show her something 

in the house. His parents were not at home. He 

throws a black cat at her. Pecola is terrified. 

She wanted to run out. But Junior blocked her 

saying that she was his prisoner. She cried and 

banged the door. He only laughed. The cat had 

blue eyes. Pecola was drawn at it. Junior then 

swinged the cat holding the hind legs, threw it 

forcefully. The cat was hit against the window 

and died. When Geraldine came, Junior said 

Pecola killed the cat. Geraldine at once drove 

her out.  

Spring was not a happy season for 

Claudia. One day she saw Frieda lay on the 

bed crying. She came to know that Henry 

caught her breasts and tried to molest her. 

Upon that her father beat her. Claudia wanted 

to know how Frieda felt it, because, she herself 

did not have breasts to be pinced. Her father 

knocked Henry out of the house and he wanted 

to kill him. But Henry ran away. Frieda thinks 

she is seined. Her lets are swollen and her face 

surrounded by layers of roughed skin. The 

girls thought whisky was the cure for it. But 

they have no money. They thought of Pecola’s 

father, a drunkard and went to her house. 

Pecola was with her mother where she worked 

in a Whiteman’s house. Pecola told them the 

women living upstairs of her house were very 

kind to her. When Mrs. Breedlove was 

engaged in some other work, Pecola touched 

the frying pan which tilted and the hot juice 

splashed. She cried with pain and her mother 

beat her. Claudia and Frieda ran away with 

fear.  

Pecola’s Parents: When Pauline was 

two years old a rusty nail had stuck into her 

foot and since it was neglected, her foot turned 

crooked and eventually, it twisted her spine. 

She was likewise neglected at her home. By 

1914 her family moved to Kentucky. When the 

parents went to work, Pauline looked after the 

twin younger brethren by 1918, Pauline was 

fifteen. She began to feel of a man and love on 

one summer day a stranger came across her. It 

was Cholly Breedlove. They loved each other. 

He was kind and lively. They married and 

came to Lorain. He worked in a steel factory 

and she kept the house. Their love ended soon. 

They began to quarrel. Pauline loved clothes, 

but she did not have enough money. She began 

to work in a white man’s house. He began to 

drink. When Pauline became pregnant there 

was some eased relationship between them. 

Soon after Sammy was born, Pauline was 

pregnant again. 

Pecola was born when the children 

grew; she went to work with fishers. She was 

an ideal work. She taught the children terror of 

being awkward, terror of being like their father 

and fear of God. Cholly’s mother cast him by 

the rail road when he was only four days old. 

Jimmy, his great aunt saved him. His mother 

was mad, and she ran away. Samson Fuller 

was his father, but Cholly never saw him. Aunt 

Jimmy named him as Charles (Cholly) after 

his dead brother. Cholly got education and got 

a job in a grain store. He had a friend Blue 

Jack who imbibed in him the emancipation of 

the Negroes. When Cholly was fourteen her 

Aunt Jimmy died. Once Cholly was with 

Darline and engaged. He feared she would get 

pregnant and decided to leave the place. His 

aunt had told once that his father was in 

Macon. So, Cholly took twenty three dollars 

that Aunt Jimmy had saved and went by bus to 

Macon. His father was found in a gambling 

den. But he did not accept Cholly to be his 

son. Cholly was now free to do anything and 

go anywhere. He then happened to see Pauline 

and they married. He could not develop filial 

feeling for children. Family was not an 

attraction to him. So one day in a fit of his 

drunken state, he raped Pecola.  
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Claudia and Frieda come to know 

about Pecola. In the summer they sell seeds to 

people. They had thought of buying a bicycle. 

But now, when they came to know about 

pregnant Pecola, Meanwhile, Pecola gave birth 

to a baby. People said the baby would not live. 

When Claudia and Frieda hear this they are 

very much afraid. Pecola’s baby dies and she 

loses her mental balance and wanders about. 

Her mother takes care of her. 

 Pecola imagines that her eyes are 

turned blue by Soaphead’s power. She feels 

everyone is jealous of her eyes, because when 

she looks at people, they turn their faces away. 

But she has not heard from anyone that her 

eyes are blue and beautiful. Yet, her mind tells 

her she has the bluest eyes. Cholly dies in the 

workhouse Mrs. Breedlove is happy to see that 

Cholly died. She never felt the loss of Sammy. 

Claudia and Frieda lament for the condition of 

Pecola. They were so good-looking when they 

stood across her viciousness. Her 

straightforwardness adorned them, her guilt 

sacred them her tenderness made them shine 

with fitness her clumsiness made them think 

they had sense of humors. Her deficiency kept 

them munificent middle of the two girls. 

Pecola’s father, Cholly Breed love has burned 

up their rented house in his mad fury. He is 

most aggressive and a drunkard. So, everyone 

has become homeless. Mrs. Breedlove stays 

with the family where she works and Sammy 

stays with some other family. Pecola is 

submissive. She comes with not anything. No 

small paper bag with the other costume or a 

night dress. She just came into view with a 

white lady and sat down. She smiles and 

accepts what food, gifts Frieda gives to her. 

Pecola loves to drink milk in a white and blue 

Shirley Temple cup. She likes the blue eyes of 

Shirley - the picture on the cup. But the mother 

is shocked to see that Pecola drinks there 

quarts of milk at one gulp. One day Claudia 

notices blood running down Pecola’s legs. But 

Frieda knew what it is. It is menstruating. 

Frieda says, it meant the Pecola could have a 

baby. She takes Pecola behind a bush and 

washes. Now, The McTeers girls feel fear and 

respect for Pecola. She is different from them 

now grown up.  

Then Pecola began to live with her 

parents again. She goes to school regularly. 

She used to witness the fighting of her parents 

in frightened hushed feelings. She hides 

behind hers, conceals, veils, eclipses- peeping 

out from behind the shroud very seldom, then 

she returns, to her mask. This means Pecola is 

not the real girl as she appears to the world. 

When the parents fight Pecola only endures. 

Her pain is consistent. She thinks one would 

kill the other and she herself would die. Now 

she has given up seeing pictures and figures 

with blue eyes. She spends hours sitting before 

the mirror trying to discover the top secret of 

her unattractiveness which makes her detested 

by teachers and classmates similar. She is the 

only one in her class who sits unaccompanied 

at a dual desk. Her teachers never try to glance 

at her, when one of the girls desires to be 

wounding to a boy, she says, ‘Bobby loves 

Pecola Breedlove!’ And peals of laughter are 

heard from those in audible range and ridicule 

anger from Pecola. She thinks if her eyes were 

good-looking, she herself would be dissimilar. 

She is obsessed with pretty blue eyes. Pecola 

prays for blue eyes. She is sure about 

something wonderful would happen though it 

may take a long time she is ignored 

everywhere. There are two instances to show 

how Pecola is ill-treated and molested which is 

the same with all Negro girls. Once some boys 

were ragging, Pecoal was chanting ‘Black e 

mo.! Black e mo!’ They were black boys and 

they show their contempt for their own 

blackness. Pecola edges round the circle 

weeping; she has left her note book and 

sheltered her eyes with her both hands. Frieda 

rushes towards them and hits one of the boys. 

They run away. One Maureen Peal also 

threatens the boys. She throws her protective 

arm around Pecola and buys and ice-cream for 

her.  
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Toni Morrison is aware of the wrongs 

the blacks suffered both men and women. But 

she has considered and given stress on the life 

of women. She points out that the present 

position and condition of the black women in 

the result of the past treatment of them - there 

is less the white intervention in the accounts 

she gives in The Bluest Eye. Because, she is 

interested in writing about the people of her 

own race in particular, beginning with her 

novel The Bluest Eye. Toni Morrison 

cunningly narrates her narrative. She utilizes 

metaphorical facts that point of views is 

frequently enhanced through the utilization of 

sensory facts that permit us to observe the 

racial discrimination in The Bluest Eye.  
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